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Scope

This booklet provides further guidance on the 10 Environmental Principles to assist you as 
an employee or contractor of Downer in helping to achieve Zero Harm and excellence in 
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1.	 Check



2.	 Protect waterways and be prepared  
for spill events 

What do you need  



3.	 Use effective erosion and sediment  
controls 

What do you need  
to know?

Ground disturbance activities 
that require soil or vegetation to 
be disturbed, can increase soil 
erosion, surface runoff and the 
possibility of sediment entering 
waterways. Erosion can cause 
degradation to land through the 
loss of topsoil, and sediment in 
waterways can harm aquatic 
plants and animal life.

What do you need to do?

3.1 Minimise cleared areas

3.2 Divert all upstream/clean 
water away from site.

3.3 Install controls at site access 
points

3.4 Install erosion controls 
such as ground cover, mulch, 
polymers and other sealants on 
exposed and unstabilised soil /
ground.

3.5 Install sediment control 
fences, sediment curtains and 
sediment basins

3.6 Remain on access tracks 
and fixed site access ways

3.7 Stabilise drains and banks

3.8 Conduct progressive 
restoration and rehabilitate 
disturbed areas quickly (as 
required by local guidelines, 
approvals and permits)

Relevant Downer Standard:

	À DG-ZH-ST064 Soil and 
Water Management 
Standard



4.	 Store and secure chemical substances  
in a bunded area  

What do you need  
to know?

All liquid hazardous chemicals 
and dangerous goods shall 
be stored in a bunded area in 
accordance with regulatory 
requirements/Guidelines/ 
Standard (AS1940:2004) 
applicable to bunding.

What do you need to do?

4.1 Bunds shall be constructed 



5.	 Reduce, reuse, recycle to minimise waste 

What do you need  



6.	 Manage noise, vibration, dust, and odour  



7.	 Protect flora and fauna and prevent  



8.	 Protect and report cultural, heritage  
and other finds

What do you need  
to know?

Heritage sites can be damaged 
by ground disturbances such 
as compaction, excavation or 
vibration. Unauthorised activities 
and failure to report can lead 



9.	 Report all environmental hazards  
and incidents 

What do you need  



10. Keep every site tidy and housekeeping 
maintained 

What do you need  
to know?

A clean and tidy work site 
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